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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This action is in response to the original filing of February 20, 2004. Claims 1 , 
13, 20, and 32 are independent claims. Claims 1-43 are pending and have been 
considered below. 



Specification 



2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because It exceeds 1 50 words in 
length. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 



3. Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be In narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title, it should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

5. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 
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Claims 1-19 are drawn to a cx)mputer program per se. A computer program is not a 
series of steps or acts and this is not a process. A computer program is not a physical 
article or object and as such is not a machine or manufacture. A computer program is 
not a combination of substances and therefore not a compilation of matter. Thus, a 
computer program by itself does not fall within any of the four categories of invention. 
Therefore, Claims 1-19 are not statutory. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1. 2, 13, 14, 20, 21, 32 and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Lane et al. (US 5704051 A). 

Claim 1 : Lane discloses a graphical user interface application for rendering graphical 
elements that are characterized by a plurality of element characteristics in an image 
rendering space on a display screen, said graphical user interface comprising: 
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a selection interface comprising a plurality of selectable graphical identifiers (secondary 
items such as "Washington", "Jefferson", "Madison", "Monroe", etc.) (Column 5, lines 
12-21) each of which is associated with a respective one or more of said plurality of 
element characteristics (items associated with secondary items) (Column 5, lines 42-46) 
and associated with a different unique rendering color (color coded for each of 
secondary items)(Column 5, lines 46-49) that is used when rendering said respective 
selectable graphical identifier when said respective one or more of said plurality of 
element characteristics associated with said respective selectable graphical identifier is 
selected for display (Column 5, lines 36-50); 

an input interface which detects selection of any of satd respective plurality of 'Selectable 
graphical identifiers (for example: Jefferson is selected from the items)(Column 5, lines 
37-38); and 

a rendering function which, for each detected selected graphical identifier, renders 
elements characterized by said respective one or more of said plurality of element 
characteristics associated with said selected graphical identifier in said image rendering 
space of said display screen using said different unique rendering color associated with 
said selected graphical identifier (items associated with Jefferson are displayed in the 
same color as color of Jefferson secondary item and differentiated from the other 
secondary items )(Column 5, lines 36-50). 
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Claim 2: Lane discloses a graphical user interface application in accordance with 
claim 1 . Lane further discloses upon detection by said input interface of a newly 
selected one of any of said plurality of selectable graphical identifiers (secondary items 
such as 'Washington", "Jefferson". "Madison", "Monroe", etc.) (Column 5, lines 12-21) 
that are not currently selected, said rendering function renders elements characterized 
by said respective one or more of said plurality of element characteristics (items 
associated with secondary items) (Column 5, lines 42-46) associated with said newly 
selected graphical identifier in said image rendering space of said display screen using 
said different unique rendering color (color coded for each of secondary items)(Column 
5, lines 46-49) associated with said newly selected graphical identifier (Fig. 4; Column 
* 5, lines 36-450). * \ ^ 

Claim 13: Lane discloses a graphical user interface displayable on a display screen, 
comprising: a user selection menu (see menu in Fig. 4) comprising a plurality of 
selectable graphical identifiers (for example: •'Washington", "Jefferson", "Madison", 
"Monroe", etc.)(Column 5, lines 14-15) each of which is associated with a respective 
one or more of said plurality of element characteristics (items associated with secondary 
items "Washington", "Jefferson", "Madison", "Monroe", etc.) (Column 5, lines 42-46) and 
associated with a different unique rendering color (color coded for each of secondary 
items) (Column 5, lines 46-49) that is used when rendering said respective selectable 
graphical identifier when said respective one or more of said plurality of element 
characteristics associated with said respective selectable graphical identifier is selected 



Application/Control Number: 10/782,983 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2109 

for display (items associated with Jefferson are displayed in the same color as color of 
Jefferson secondary item and differentiated from the other secondary items )(Column 5, 
lines 36-50), wherein each of said selectable graphical identifiers are responsive to user 
selection input for selection of said respective graphical identifier and are responsive to 
user de-selection input for de-selection of said respective graphical identifier (Column 1 , 
lines 44-53 ); and 

an image rendering space which, for each selected graphical identifier, displays 
elements characterized by said respective one or more of said plurality of element 
characteristics associated with said selected graphical identifier in said image rendering 
space of said display screen using said different unique rendering color associated with 
said selected graphical identifier (items associated with Jefferson are displayed in the 
same color as color of Jefferson secondary item and differentiated from the other 
secondary items )(Column 5, lines 36-50), and does not display elements characterized 
by said respective one or more of said plurality of element characteristics associated 
with any of said unselected graphical identifiers in said image rendering space of said 
display screen (Column 3, lines 37-45). 

Claim 14: Lane discloses a graphical user interface in accordance with claim 13, Lane 
further discloses "upon user selection input for selection of a newly selected graphical 
identifier, said image rendering space displays elements characterized by said 
respective one or more of said plurality of element characteristics (items associated with 
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secondary items) (Column 5. lines 42-46) associated with said newly selected graphical 
identifier using said different unique rendering color (color coded for each of secondary 
items)(Column 5, lines 46-49) associated with said newly selected graphical identifier 

Claim 20: Lane discloses a method for rendering graphical elements that are 
characterized by a plurality of element characteristics in an image rendering space of a 
display screen, said method comprising the steps of: providing a plurality of selectable 
graphical identifiers (for example: "Washington", "Jefferson", "Madison", "Monroe", 
etc-)(Column 5, lines 14-15) each of which is associated with a respective one or more 
of said plurality of element characteristics (items associated with secondary items 
"Washington", "Jefferson", "Madison", "Monroe", etc.) (Column 5, lines 42-46) &nd 
associated with a different unique rendering color that is used when rendering said 
respective selectable graphical identifier when said respective one or more of said 
plurality of element characteristics associated with said respective selectable graphical 
identifier is selected for display (items associated with Jefferson are displayed in the 
same color as color of Jefferson secondary item and differentiated from the other 
secondary items)(Column 5, lines 36-50); 

detecting selection and/or de-selection (user selects one, wherein the original menu is 
removed and replaced with a second menu) (Column 1 , lines 46-47) of any of said 
respective plurality of selectable graphical identifiers (Column 1 , lines 44-53); 
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and for each detected selected graphical identifier, rendering elements characterized by 
said respective one or more of said plurality of element characteristics (items associated 
with secondary items "Washington". "Jefferson", "Madison", "Monroe", etc.) (Column 5, 
lines 42-46) associated with said selected graphical identifier in said image rendering 
space of said display screen using said different unique rendering color (color coded for 
each of secondary items)(Column 5, lines 46-49) associated with said selected 
graphical identifier (Column 5. lines 36-50). 

Claim 21 : Lane discloses a method in accordance with claim 20, Lane further 
discloses "upon detection by said input interface of a newly selected one of any of said 
^plurality of selectable graphical identifiers (secohdary items such as "Washington", 
"Jefferson", "Madison", "Monroe", etc.) (Column 5, lines 12-21) that are not currently 
selected, rendering elements characterized by said respective one or more of said 
plurality of element characteristics (items associated with secondary items) (Column 5, 
lines 42-46) associated with said newly selected graphical identifier in said image 
rendering space of said display screen using said different unique rendering color (color 
coded for each of secondary items)(Column 5, lines 46-49) associated with said newly 
selected graphical identifier" (Fig. 4; Column 5, lines 36-50). 

Claim 32: Lane discloses a computer readable storage medium tangibly embodying 
program instructions implementing a method for rendering graphical elements that are 
characterized by a plurality of element characteristics in an image rendering space of a 

'i 
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display screen, said method comprising the steps of: providing a plurality of selectable 

graphical identifiers each of which is associated with a respective one or more of said 

plurality of element characteristics (items associated with secondary items 

"Washington". "Jefferson". "Madison", "Monroe", etc.) (Column 5. lines 42-46) and 

associated with a different unique rendering color that is used when rendering said 

respective selectable graphical identifier when said respective one or more of said 

plurality of element characteristics associated with said respective selectable graphical 

identifier is selected for display (items associated with Jefferson are displayed in the 

same color as color of Jefferson secondary item and differentiated from the other 

secondary items) (Column 5, lines 46-50); 

« • • • 

detecting selection and/or de-selection of any of said respective plurality of selectable 
graphical identifiers (Column 1 , lines 44-53); 

and for each detected selected graphical identifier, rendering elements characterized by 
said respective one or more of said plurality of element characteristics (items associated 
with secondary items "Washington". "Jefferson". "Madison", "Monroe", etc.) (Column 5, 
lines 42-46) associated with said selected graphical identifier in said image rendering 
space of said display screen using said different unique rendering color (color coded for 
each of secondary items)(Column 5, lines 46-49) associated with said selected 
graphical identifier (Column 5, lines 36-50). 
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Claim 33: Lane discloses the computer readable storage medium of claim 32, Lane 

further discloses upon detection by said input interface of a newly selected one of any of 

said plurality of selectable graphical identifiers (secondary items such as ''Washington", 

"Jefferson", "Madison", "Monroe", etc.) (Column 5, lines 12-21) that are not currently 

selected, rendering elements characterized by said respective one or more of said 

plurality of element characteristics (items associated with secondary items) (Column 5, 

lines 42-46) associated with said newly selected graphical identifier in said image 

rendering space of said display screen using said different unique rendering color (color 

coded for each of secondary items)(Column 5, lines 46-49) associated with said newly 

selected graphical identifier (Fig. 4; Column 5, lines 36-50). 

*• « 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the Invention was made. 

8. Claims 3-12. 15-19, 22-31 , and 34-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Lane et al. (US 5,704,051 A) in view of Lee et al. (US 
7,017.122 61). 
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Claim 3: Lane discloses a graphical user interface application in accordance with 
claim 2, Lane does not disclose "rendering function re-renders said newly selected 
graphical identifier using said different unique rendering color associated with said 
newly selected graphical identifier"'. Lee discloses that rendering function re-renders 
newly selected graphical identifier (menu items) (Lee, Column 4, lines 17-22) using said 
different unique rendering color associated with said newly selected graphical identifier 
(Fig. 6). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention was made to include re-rendering function to re-render the 
selected graphical identifier in Lane 's system. One would have been motivated to do so 
in order to efficiently display with different color features using a menu item. 

Claim 4: Lane discloses a graphical user interface application in accordance with 
claim 1 , Lane does not teach "upon detection by said input interface of de-selection of 
any currently selected graphical identifiers, said rendering function removes from said 
image rendering space of said display screen any element that is not characterized by 
said respective one or more of said plurality of element characteristics associated with 
any of said remaining selected graphical identifiers". Lee does not mention "de- 
selection of any currently selected graphical identifiers, said rendering function removes 
from said image" but Lee does mention "if the step register is not of "1", that is, if more 
than two steps are displaced on the current screen, the current step menu is tumed off 
(S20)" (Fig. 3; Column 3, lines 50-55). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to include remove 
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function in Lane 's systems. One would have been motivated to do so in order to 
efficiently free up screen space. 

Claim 5: Lane and Lee disclose a graphical user interface application in accordance 
with claim 4, Lane does not teach "rendering function re-renders said de-selected 
graphical identifier using a default color"' but Lee does teach displaying menu with own 
color (Column 3, lines 4-8). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to include menu with own 
color in Lane 's systems. One would have been motivated to do so in order to efficiently 
differentiate menu items. 

Claim 6: Lane and Lee disclose a graphical user interface application in accordance 
with claim 3, Lane does not teach "upon detection by said input interface of de-selection 
of any currently selected graphical identifiers, said rendering function removes from said 
image rendering space of said display screen any element that is not characterized by 
said respective one or more of said plurality of element characteristics associated with 
any of said remaining selected graphical identifiers". Lee does not mention "de-selection 
of any currently selected graphical identifiers, said rendering function removes from said 
image" but Lee does mention "if the step register is not of "1", that is, if more than two 
steps are displaced on the current screen, the current step menu is turned off (S20)" 
(Fig. 3; Column 3, lines 50-55). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to include remove function 
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in Lane 's systems. One would have been motivated to do so in order to efficiently free 
up screen space. 

Claim 7: Lane and Lee disclose a graphical user interface application in accordance 
with claim 6, Lane does not teach "rendering function re-renders said de-selected 
graphical identifier using a default color'' but Lee does teach displaying menu with own 
color (Column 3, lines 4-8). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to include menu with own 
color in Lane's systems. One would have been motivated to do so in order to efficiently 
differentiate menu items. 

•r« 4B « • 

Claim 8: Lane discloses a graphical user interface application in accordance with 
claim 1 , Lane does not teach "rendering function renders any element that is not 
characterized by said respective one or more of said plurality of element characteristics 
associated with any of said selected graphical identifiers in said image rendering space 
of said display screen using a default rendering color that is different from any of said 
different unique rendering colors associated with any of said selected graphical 
identifiers" but Lee does teach displaying menu with own color (Column 3, lines 4-8). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention was made to include menu with own color in Lane 's systems. One 
would have been motivated to do so in order to efficiently differentiate menu items. 
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Claim 9: Lane and Lee disclose a graphical user interface application in accordance 
with claim 8, Lane further discloses "upon detection by said input interface of a newly 
selected one of any of said plurality of selectable graphical identifiers that are not 
currently selected, said rendering function re-renders elements characterized by said 
respective one or more of said plurality of element characteristics associated with said 
newly selected graphical identifier in said image rendering space of said display screen 
using, said different unique rendering color associated with said newly selected 
graphical identifier'' (Fig. 4). 

Claim 10: Lane and Lee disclose a graphical user interface application in accordance 
with claim 9, Lane does not disclose "rendering function re-renders said neWly selected 
graphical identifier using said different unique rendering color associated with said 
newly selected graphical identifier". Lee discloses that rendering function re-renders 
newly selected graphical identifier (menu items) (Lee, Column 4, lines 17-22) using said 
different unique rendering color associated with said newly selected graphical identifier 
(Fig. 6). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention was made to include re-rendering function to re-render the 
selected graphical identifier in Lane 's system. One would have been motivated to do so 
in order to efficiently display with different color features using a menu item. 

Claim 11: Lane and Lee disclose a graphical user interface application in accordance 
with claim 9, Lee further discloses "upon detection by said input interface of de- 
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selection of any currently selected graphical identifiers, said rendering function re- 
renders in said image rendering space of said display screen any element that is not 
characterized by said respective one or more of said plurality of element characteristics 
associated with any of said selected graphical identifiers using said default rendering 
color" (Fig. 3; Column 3, lines 4-8). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to include graphical 
identifiers with own color in Lane 's systems. One would have been motivated to do so 
in order to efficiently differentiate graphical identifiers. 

Claim 12: Lane and Lee disclose a graphical user interface application in accordance 
• with claim 1 1 , Lee further discloses "renderiilg function re-renders sdid de-selected 
graphical identifier using said default color" (Column 3, lines 4-8). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was 
made to include graphical identifiers with own color in Lane's systems. One would have 
been motivated to do so in order to efficiently differentiate graphical identifiers. 

Claim 15: Lane discloses a graphical user interface in accordance with claim 14, Lane 
does not disclose "user selection menu displays said newly selected graphical identifier 
using said different unique rendering color associated with said newly selected 
graphical identifier". Lee discloses "user selection menu displays said newly selected 
graphical identifier using said different unique rendering color associated with said 
newly selected graphical identifier" (S32, Fig. 5). Therefore, it would have been obvious 
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to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to include 
displaying newly selected graphical identifier in unique color in Lane 's system. One 
would have been motivated to do so in order to efficiently display with different color 
features using a menu item. 

Claim 16: Lane discloses a graphical user interface in accordance with claim 13, Lane 
does not teach "user selection input for de-selection of a cun-ently selected graphical 
identifier, any element that is not characterized by said respective one or more of said 
plurality of element characteristics associated with any of said remaining selected 
graphical identifiers is removed from said image rendering space". Lee does not 
mention "de-selection of any cunrentl/ selected graphical identifiers, said rendering ^ 
function removes from said image" but Lee d oes mention "if the step register is not of 
"1", that is, if more than two steps are displaced on the current screen, the current step 
menu is turned off (S20)" (Fig. 3; Column 3, lines 50-55). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to 
include remove function in Lane 's systems. One would have been motivated to do so in 
order to efficiently free up screen space. 

Ciaim 17: Lane and Lee disclose a graphical user interface in accordance with claim 
16, Lee further discloses "user selection menu re-displays said de-selected graphical 
identifier using a default color'' (Column 3, lines 4-8). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to 
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include graphical identifiers with own color in Lane 's systems. One would have been 
motivated to do so in order to efficiently differentiate graphical identifiers. 

Claim 18: Lane and Lee disclose a graphical user interface in accordance with claim 
1 5, Lane does not teach "user selection input for de-selection of a currently selected 
graphical identifier, any element that is not characterized by said respective one or more 
of said plurality of element characteristics associated with any of said remaining 
selected graphical identifiers is removed from said image rendering space". Lee does 
not mention "de-selection of any currently selected graphical identifiers, said rendering 
function removes from said image" but Lee d oes mention "if the step register is not of 
"1", that is, if more than two stieps are displaced on thfe current screen, the cuhrent step 
menu is turned off (S20)" (Fig. 3; Column 3, lines 50-55). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to 
include remove function in Lane 's systems. One would have been motivated to do so in 
order to efficiently free up screen space. 

Claim 19: Lane and Lee disclose a graphical user interface in accordance with claim 
18; Lee further discloses "user selection menu re-displays said de-selected graphical 
identifier using a default color" (Column 3, lines 4-8). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to 
include graphical identifiers with own color in Lane 's systems. One would have been 
motivated to do so in order to efficiently differentiate graphical identifiers. 
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Claim 22: Lane discloses a method in accordance with claim 21, Lane d oes not 
disclose "re-rendering said newly selected graphical identifier using said different unique 
rendering color associated with said newly selected graphical identifier". Lee discloses 
that rendering function re-renders newly selected graphical identifier (menu items) (Lee, 
Column 4, lines 17-22) using said different unique rendering color associated with said 
newly selected graphical identifier (Fig. 6). Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to include re- 
rendering function to re-render the selected graphical identifier in Lane 's system. One 
would have been motivated to do so in order to efficiently display with different color 
features using a menu item. 

Claim 23: Lane discloses a method in accordance with claim 20, Lane does not 
disclose "detection by said input interface of de-selection of any currently selected 
graphical identifiers, removing from said image rendering space of said display screen 
any element that is not characterized by said respective one or more of said plurality of 
element characteristics associated with any of said remaining selected graphical 
identifiers". Lee does not mention "de-selection of any cun^ently selected graphical 
identifiers, said rendering function removes from said image" but Lee d oes mention "if 
the step register is not of "1", that is, if more than two steps are displaced on the current 
screen, the current step menu is turned off (S20)" (Fig. 3; Column 3, lines 50-55). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
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of the invention was made to include remove function in Lane 's systems. One would 
have been motivated to do so in order to efficiently free up screen space. 

Claim 24: Lane and Lee disclose a method in accordance with claim 23, Lee further 
discloses "re-rendering said de-selected graphical identifier using a default color" 
(Column 3, lines 4-8). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention was made to include graphical identifiers with own 
color in Lane 's systems. One would have been motivated to do so in order to efficiently 
differentiate graphical identifiers. 

Claim 25: Lane" and Lee disclose a method in accordance with claim 22, Lane does 
not teach "upon detection by said input interface of de-selection of any currently 
selected graphical identifiers, removing from said image rendering space of said display 
screen any element that is not characterized by said respective one or more of said 
plurality of element characteristics associated with any of said remaining selected 
graphical identifiers". Lee does not mention "de-selection of any currently selected 
graphical identifiers, said rendering function removes from said image" but Lee d oes 
mention "if the step register is not of "1", that is, if more than two steps are displaced on 
the current screen, the current step menu is turned off (S20)" (Fig. 3; Column 3, lines 
50-55). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention was made to include remove function in Lane's systems. One 
would have been motivated to do so in order to efficiently free up screen space. 
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Claim 26: Lane and Lee disclose a method in accordance with claim 25, Lee further 
discloses "re-rendering said de-selected graphical identifier using a default color** 
(Column 3, lines 4-8). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention was made to include graphical identifiers with own 
color in Lane 's systems. One would have been motivated to do so in order to efficiently 
differentiate graphical identifiers. 

Claim 27: Lane discloses a method in accordance with claim 20, Lane does not teach 
"rendering any element that is not characterized by said respective one or more of said 
plurality of element characteristics associated with any of said selected graphical 
identifiers in said image renderin'^g space of said display Screen using a default " 
rendering color that is different from any of said different unique rendering colors 
associated with any of said selected graphical identifiers", but Lee does teach 
displaying menu with own color (Column 3, lines 4-8). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to 
include menu with own color in Lane 's systems. One would have been motivated to do 
so in order to efficiently differentiate menu items. 

Claim 28: Lane and Lee disclose a method in accordance with claim 27, Lane further 
discloses "upon detection by said input interface of a newly selected one of any of said 
plurality of selectable graphical identifiers that are not currently selected, re-rendering 
elements characterized by said respective one or more of said plurality of element 
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characteristics associated with said newly selected graphical identifier in said image 
rendering space of said display screen using said different unique rendering color 
associated with said newly selected graphical identifier" (Fig. 4). 

Claim 29: Lane and Lee disclose a method in accordance with claim 28, Lane does 
not disclose "re-rendering said newly selected graphical identifier using said different 
unique rendering color associated with said newly selected graphical identifier". Lee 
discloses that rendering function re-renders newly selected graphical identifier (menu 
items) (Lee, Column 4, lines 17-22) using said different unique rendering color 
associated with said newly selected graphical identifier (Fig. 6). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill inlhe art at the time of the* invention was 
made to include re-rendering function to re-render the selected graphical identifier in 
Lane 's system. One would have been motivated to do so in order to efficiently display 
with different color features using a menu item. 

Claim 30: Lane and Lee disclose a method in accordance with claim 28, Lee further 
discloses "upon detection by said input interface of de-selection of any cunrently 
selected graphical identifiers, re-rendering in said image rendering space of said display 
screen any element that is not characterized by said respective one or more of said 
plurality of element characteristics associated with any of said selected graphical 
identifiers using said default rendering color" (Fig. 3; Column 3, lines 4-8). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
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invention was made to include graphical identifiers with own color in Lane 's systems. 
One would have been motivated to do so in order to efficiently differentiate graphical 
identifiers. 

Claim 31 : Lane and Lee disclose a method in accordance with claim 30, Lee further 
discloses "re-rendering said de-selected graphical identifier using said default color*' 
(Column 3, lines 4-8). Therefore, it would have been obvious tp one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention was made to include graphical identifiers with own 
color in Lane 's systems. One would have been motivated to do so in order to efficiently 
differentiate graphical identifiers. 

■4 « « 

Claim 34: Lane discloses the computer readable storage medium of claim 33, Lane 
does not disclose "re-rendering said newly selected graphical identifier using said 
different unique rendering color associated with said newly selected graphical identifier". 
Lee discloses that rendering function re-renders newly selected graphical identifier 
(menu items) (Lee, Column 4, lines 17-22) using said different unique rendering color 
associated with said newly selected graphical identifier (Fig. 6). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was 
made to include re-rendering function to re-render the selected graphical identifier in 
Lane 's system. One would have been motivated to do so in order to efficiently display 
with different color features using a menu item. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/782,983 Page 23 

Art Unit: 2109 

Claim 35: Lane discloses the computer readable storage medium of claim 32, Lane 
does not disclose "upon detection by said input interface of de-selection of any cunrently 
selected graphical identifiers, removing from said image rendering space of said display 
screen any element that is not characterized by said respective one or more of said 
plurality of element characteristics associated with any of said remaining selected 
graphical identifiers". Lee does not mention "de-selection of any currently selected 
graphical identifiers, said rendering function removes from said image" but Lee d oes 
mention "if the step register is not of "1", that is, if more than two steps are displaced on 
the current screen, the current step menu is turned off (S20)" (Fig. 3; Column 3, lines 
50-55). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the inventioh was madelo include remove function in Lane 's systems. One 
would have been motivated to do so in order to efficiently free up screen space. 

Claim 36: Lane and Lee disclose the computer readable storage medium of claim 
35, Lee further discloses "re-rendering said de-selected graphical identifier using a 
default color" (Column 3, lines 4-8). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to include graphical 
identifiers with own color in Lane 's systems. One would have been motivated to do so 
in order to efficiently differentiate graphical identifiers. 



Claim 37: Lane and Lee disclose the computer readable storage medium of claim 35, 
Lane does not disclose "upon detection by said input interface of de-selection of any 
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currently selected graphical identifiers, removing from said image rendering space of 
said display screen any element that is not characterized by said respective one or 
more of said plurality of element characteristics associated with any of said remaining 
selected graphical identifiers". Lee does not mention "de-selection of any currently 
selected graphical identifiers, said rendering function removes from said image" but Lee 
does mention "if the step register is not of "1", that is, if more than two steps are 
displaced on the current screen, the current step menu is turned off (S20)" (Fig. 3; 
Column 3, lines 50-55). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to include remove function in 
Lane 's systems. One would have been motivated to do so in order to efficiently free up 
screen space. 

Claim 38: Lane and Lee disclose the computer readable storage medium of claim 37, 
Lee further discloses "re-rendering said de-selected graphical identifier using a default 
color*' (Column 3, lines 4-8). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to include graphical 
identifiers with own color in Lane 's systems. One would have been motivated to do so 
in order to efficiently differentiate graphical identifiers. 

Claim 39: Lane discloses the computer readable storage medium of claim 32, Lane 
does not teach "rendering any element that is not characterized by said respective one 
or more of said plurality of element characteristics associated with any of said selected 
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graphical identifiers in said image rendering space of said display screen using a default 
rendering color that is different from any of said different unique rendering colors 
associated with any of said selected graphical identifiers", but Lee does teach 
displaying menu with own color (Column 3, lines 4-8). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to 
include menu with own color in Lane's systems. One would have been motivated to do 
so in order to efficiently differentiate menu items. 

Claim 40: Lane and Lee disclose the computer readable storage medium of claim 39. 
Lane further discloses "upon detection by said input interface of a newly selected one of 
any of said plurality t)f selectable graphical identifiers that are not currently selected, re- 
rendering elements characterized by said respective one or more of said plurality of 
element characteristics associated with said newly selected graphical identifier in said 
image rendering space of said display screen using said different unique rendering color 
associated with said newly selected graphical identifier " (Fig. 4). 

Claim 41 : Lane and Lee disclose the computer readable storage medium of claim 40, 
Lane does not disclose "re-rendering said newly selected graphical identifier using said 
different unique rendering color associated with said newly selected graphical identifier*'. 
Lee discloses that rendering function re-renders newly selected graphical identifier 
(menu items) (Lee, Column 4, lines 17-22) using said different unique rendering color 
associated with said newly selected graphical identifier (Fig. 6). Therefore, it would 
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have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was 
made to include re-rendering function to re-render the selected graphical identifier in 
Lane 's system. One would have been motivated to do so in order to efficiently display 
with different color features using a menu item. 

Claim 42: Lane and Lee disclose the computer readable storage medium of claim 40, 
Lee further discloses "upon detection by said input interface of de-selection of any 
currently selected graphical identifiers, re-rendering in said image rendering space of 
said display screen any element that is not characterized by said respective one or 
more of said plurality of element characteristics associated with any of said selected 
graphical identifiers using said default rendering color" (Fig. 3; Column 3, lines 4-8).* 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention was made to include graphical identifiers with own color in Lane 's 
systems. One would have been motivated to do so in order to efficiently differentiate 
graphical identifiers. 

Claim 43: Lane and Lee disclose the computer readable storage medium of claim 42, 
Lee further discloses "re-rendering said de-selected graphical identifier using said 
default color" (Column 3. lines 4-8). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to include graphical 
identifiers with own color in Lane's systems. One would have been motivated to do so 
in order to efficiently differentiate graphical identifiers. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Exr. Kiran K. Shrestha whose telephone number is (571) 
270-1691 . The examiner can nomnally be reached Monday through Thursday from 7:00 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James W. Myhre, can be reached on (571 ) 270-1065. The fax phone 
number for Formal or Official faxes to Technology Center 2100 is (571 ) 273-3800. Draft 
or Infomial faxes, which will not be entered in the application, may be submitted directly 
to the examiner at (571 ) 273-6722. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group Receptionist whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3600. 

KS 

March 28, 2007 Supervisory Primary Examiner 




